
Proceedings

of the

seminar for arabian studies

Volume 48

2018

Papers from the fifty-first meeting of the
 Seminar for Arabian Studies

held at the British Museum, London, 
 4th to 6th August 2017

seminar for arabian studies

archaeoPress
oxford



Orders for copies of this volume of the Proceedings and all back numbers should be sent to 
Archaeopress Publishing Ltd, Summertown Pavilion, 18–24 Middle Way, Oxford OX2 7LG, UK.
Tel +44(0)1865-311914 Fax +44(0)1865-512231 
e-mail info@archaeopress.com
http://www.archaeopress.com
For the availability of back issues see The British Foundation for the Study of Arabia’s website: 
http://www.thebfsa.org/content/seminar-proceedings

Seminar for Arabian Studies
c/o the Department of the Middle East, The British Museum
London, WC1B 3DG, United Kingdom
e-mail psas@thebfsa.org
The British Foundation for the Study of Arabia: www.thebfsa.org

The Steering Committee of the Seminar for Arabian Studies is currently made up of twelve academic 
members. The Editorial Committee of the Proceedings of the Seminar for Arabian Studies includes eight 
additional members as follows:

STEERING COMMITTEE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE: ADDITIONAL MEMBERS
Dr Derek Kennet (Chair)
Dr Robert Wilson (Treasurer)
Dr Janet Starkey (Editor of PSAS)
Dr Tim Power (Assistant Editor)
Dr Julian Jansen van Rensburg (Assistant 
Editor)
Dr Harry Munt (Assistant Editor)
Prof. Rob Carter
Dr Nadia Durrani
Dr Orhan Elmaz
Mr Michael C.A. Macdonald
Dr St John Simpson
Dr Lucy Wadeson

Professor Alessandra Avanzini
Professor Soumyen Bandyopadhyay
Dr Ricardo Eichmann
Professor Clive Holes
Professor Khalil Al-Muaikel
Professor Daniel T. Potts
Professor Christian J. Robin
Professor Lloyd Weeks

Opinions expressed in papers published in the Proceedings are those of the authors and are not 
necessarily shared by the Editorial Committee.

The Proceedings is produced in the Times Semitic New font, which was designed by Paul Bibire for the 
Seminar for Arabian Studies.

© 2018 Archaeopress Publishing, Oxford, UK.
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, 
in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the 
prior permission of the publisher.
ISSN 0308-8421
ISBN 978-1-78491-877-4
ISBN 978-1-78491-878-1 (e-pdf)



The Steering Committee of the Seminar for Arabian Studies is most grateful to the
MBI Al Jaber Foundation

for its continued generosity in making a substantial grant towards the running costs of
the Seminar and the editorial expenses of producing the Proceedings.





Contents

Guidelines and Transliteration ...................................................................................................................................... iii

Editors’ Foreword ............................................................................................................................................................v

Bayt Bin Дimd, a case study of a merchant’s house in old Jiddah (poster) ....................................................................1
Hidaya M. Abbas

Documenting the traditional architecture of Khatbah village in Saudi Arabia (poster) .................................................7
Aisha Alshehri

Liminality: narratives of identity on Abu Dhabi’s desert islands ..................................................................................13
Marie-Claire Bakker & Mariam Yousef Alhammadi

BaΉrah 1: eight years of excavations of an Ubaid culture-related settlement in the al-Сabiyyah desert (Kuwait) ......23
Piotr Bieliński

From tentscape to landscape: a multi-scale analysis of long-term patterns of occupation in north-west Qatar .........31
Jose C. Carvajal López, Kirk Roberts, Laura Morabito, Gareth Rees, Frank Stremke, Anke Marsh,  
Robert Carter & FayΒal ΚAbd Allāh al-NaΚīmī

Living in MadāΜin СāliΉ/Hegra during the late pre-Islamic period. The excavations of Area 1 in the ancient city .....47
Guillaume Charloux, Charlène Bouchaud, Caroline Durand, Yvonne Gerber & Jacqueline Studer

СanΚāΜ: the origins of Abrahah’s cathedral and the Great Mosque — a water sanctuary of the old Arabian religion ..... 67
Werner Daum

Use of archival aerial photographs for archaeological research in the Arabian Gulf ..................................................75
Richard N. Fletcher, Robert A. Carter & Frederick Nesta

Bridging the enclosure and the tower tomb: new insights from the Wādī Sharmā sites, north-west Arabia ................83
Sumio Fujii

The LCG2 complex at Dibbā (Musandam, Oman, II–I millennium BC): structural, material, and osteological 
elements ..........................................................................................................................................................................99
Francesco Genchi, Luciano Fattore, Alessia Nava & Elena Maini

Magnetometer survey of a Hafit monumental complex, al-Khashbah, Sultanate of Oman (poster) ...........................119
Jason T. Herrmann, Jörg W.E. Faßbinder, Marion Scheiblecker, Philippe Kluge, Stephanie Döpper  
& Conrad Schmidt

New evidence of Iron Age ritual practices in central Oman: 2017 excavations in MuΡmār East, near Ādam...........125
Mathilde Jean, Maria Paola Pellegrino & Guillaume Gernez

New light on Bronze Age trade in the Arabian Gulf: a Dilmun trading port on Сīr Banī Yās island, UAE ...............141
Abdulla Khalfan Al Kaabi & Ali Abdul Rahman Al Meqbali

Results from the 2009–2016 excavation seasons in the historical centre of Dūmat al-Jandal, ancient Adummatu ...151
Romolo Loreto



The new archaeological joint project on the site of Qurayyah, north-west Arabia: results of the first  
two excavation seasons ................................................................................................................................................165
Marta Luciani & Abdullah S. Alsaud

Life and living conditions in north-west Arabia during the Bronze Age: first results from the bioarchaeological  
work at Qurayyah ........................................................................................................................................................185
Marta Luciani, Michaela Binder & Abdullah S. Alsaud

Sea level and climatic influences on the occupation of Qatar and the Gulf during the Holocene period ...................201
Phillip G. Macumber

The Neolithic of Sharbithāt (Dhofar, Sultanate of Oman): typological, technological, and experimental approaches .. 219
Maria Pia Maiorano, Grégor Marchand, Jérémie Vosges, Jean-François Berger, Federico Borgi & Vincent Charpentier

The historical context of grave 58 (G58) from the Sināw area (al-Sharqiyyah, Sultanate of Oman):  
a warrior during the Samad Late Iron Age? (poster) ..................................................................................................235
Fausto Mauro

Women in Soqotri and Omani folklore .........................................................................................................................243
Vitaly Naumkin & Leonid Kogan

The early Islamic glass from Сīr Banī Yās, UAE .........................................................................................................249
Matt Phelps, St John Simpson & Ian C. Freestone

Late Islamic fishing industry in the Gulf: the case of KharāΜib al-Dasht, Jazīrat Faylakā (poster) ...........................269
Agnieszka Pieńkowska & Marta Mierzejewska

Routes across Arabia: pilgrimage routes from the region of the modern United Arab Emirates in historical context ... 279
Fergus Reoch

The Thāj Archaeological Project: results of the first field season ...............................................................................287
Jérôme Rohmer, Ahmad Al-Jallad, Mahmud al-Hajiri, Rozan Alkhatib Alkontar, Tara Beuzen-Waller, Paul Calou, 
Damien Gazagne & Kosmas Pavlopoulos

A tumulus cemetery on the north coast of Kuwait Bay: results of survey and excavation in the al-Сabiyyah region .303
Łukasz Rutkowski

KALAM  reloaded ................................................................................................................................................321
Ronald Ruzicka

Al-ΚAyn Oases Mapping Project: al-Hīlī Oasis 2017 ...................................................................................................327
Peter Sheehan, Timothy Power & Omar Salem Al Kaabi

New data from the renewed excavation at Salūt: the Iron Age settlement (Qaryat Salūt) ..........................................339
Enrica Tagliamonte & Alessandra Avanzini

Understanding the urban space of an Arabian oasis: the residential quarter of TaymāΜ ............................................353
Luna Watkins

Papers read at the Seminar for Arabian Studies held at the British Museum, London, 4 to 6 August 2017  ..............369



Proceedings

of the

seminar for arabian studies

Volume 48

2018

Papers from the fifty-first meeting of the
 Seminar for Arabian Studies

held at the British Museum, London, 
 4th to 6th August 2017

seminar for arabian studies

archaeoPress
oxford



Orders for copies of this volume of the Proceedings and all back numbers should be sent to 
Archaeopress Publishing Ltd, Summertown Pavilion, 18–24 Middle Way, Oxford OX2 7LG, UK.
Tel +44(0)1865-311914 Fax +44(0)1865-512231 
e-mail info@archaeopress.com
http://www.archaeopress.com
For the availability of back issues see The British Foundation for the Study of Arabia’s website: 
http://www.thebfsa.org/content/seminar-proceedings

Seminar for Arabian Studies
c/o the Department of the Middle East, The British Museum
London, WC1B 3DG, United Kingdom
e-mail psas@thebfsa.org
The British Foundation for the Study of Arabia: www.thebfsa.org

The Steering Committee of the Seminar for Arabian Studies is currently made up of twelve academic 
members. The Editorial Committee of the Proceedings of the Seminar for Arabian Studies includes eight 
additional members as follows:

STEERING COMMITTEE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE: ADDITIONAL MEMBERS
Dr Derek Kennet (Chair)
Dr Robert Wilson (Treasurer)
Dr Janet Starkey (Editor of PSAS)
Dr Tim Power (Assistant Editor)
Dr Julian Jansen van Rensburg (Assistant 
Editor)
Dr Harry Munt (Assistant Editor)
Prof. Rob Carter
Dr Nadia Durrani
Dr Orhan Elmaz
Mr Michael C.A. Macdonald
Dr St John Simpson
Dr Lucy Wadeson

Professor Alessandra Avanzini
Professor Soumyen Bandyopadhyay
Dr Ricardo Eichmann
Professor Clive Holes
Professor Khalil Al-Muaikel
Professor Daniel T. Potts
Professor Christian J. Robin
Professor Lloyd Weeks

Opinions expressed in papers published in the Proceedings are those of the authors and are not 
necessarily shared by the Editorial Committee.

The Proceedings is produced in the Times Semitic New font, which was designed by Paul Bibire for the 
Seminar for Arabian Studies.

© 2018 Archaeopress Publishing, Oxford, UK.
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, 
in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the 
prior permission of the publisher.
ISSN 0308-8421
ISBN 978-1-78491-877-4
ISBN 978-1-78491-878-1 (e-pdf)



The Steering Committee of the Seminar for Arabian Studies is most grateful to the
MBI Al Jaber Foundation

for its continued generosity in making a substantial grant towards the running costs of
the Seminar and the editorial expenses of producing the Proceedings.





Contents

Guidelines and Transliteration ...................................................................................................................................... iii

Editors’ Foreword ............................................................................................................................................................v

Bayt Bin Дimd, a case study of a merchant’s house in old Jiddah (poster) ....................................................................1
Hidaya M. Abbas

Documenting the traditional architecture of Khatbah village in Saudi Arabia (poster) .................................................7
Aisha Alshehri

Liminality: narratives of identity on Abu Dhabi’s desert islands ..................................................................................13
Marie-Claire Bakker & Mariam Yousef Alhammadi

BaΉrah 1: eight years of excavations of an Ubaid culture-related settlement in the al-Сabiyyah desert (Kuwait) ......23
Piotr Bieliński

From tentscape to landscape: a multi-scale analysis of long-term patterns of occupation in north-west Qatar .........31
Jose C. Carvajal López, Kirk Roberts, Laura Morabito, Gareth Rees, Frank Stremke, Anke Marsh,  
Robert Carter & FayΒal ΚAbd Allāh al-NaΚīmī

Living in MadāΜin СāliΉ/Hegra during the late pre-Islamic period. The excavations of Area 1 in the ancient city .....47
Guillaume Charloux, Charlène Bouchaud, Caroline Durand, Yvonne Gerber & Jacqueline Studer

СanΚāΜ: the origins of Abrahah’s cathedral and the Great Mosque — a water sanctuary of the old Arabian religion ..... 67
Werner Daum

Use of archival aerial photographs for archaeological research in the Arabian Gulf ..................................................75
Richard N. Fletcher, Robert A. Carter & Frederick Nesta

Bridging the enclosure and the tower tomb: new insights from the Wādī Sharmā sites, north-west Arabia ................83
Sumio Fujii

The LCG2 complex at Dibbā (Musandam, Oman, II–I millennium BC): structural, material, and osteological 
elements ..........................................................................................................................................................................99
Francesco Genchi, Luciano Fattore, Alessia Nava & Elena Maini

Magnetometer survey of a Hafit monumental complex, al-Khashbah, Sultanate of Oman (poster) ...........................119
Jason T. Herrmann, Jörg W.E. Faßbinder, Marion Scheiblecker, Philippe Kluge, Stephanie Döpper  
& Conrad Schmidt

New evidence of Iron Age ritual practices in central Oman: 2017 excavations in MuΡmār East, near Ādam...........125
Mathilde Jean, Maria Paola Pellegrino & Guillaume Gernez

New light on Bronze Age trade in the Arabian Gulf: a Dilmun trading port on Сīr Banī Yās island, UAE ...............141
Abdulla Khalfan Al Kaabi & Ali Abdul Rahman Al Meqbali

Results from the 2009–2016 excavation seasons in the historical centre of Dūmat al-Jandal, ancient Adummatu ...151
Romolo Loreto



The new archaeological joint project on the site of Qurayyah, north-west Arabia: results of the first  
two excavation seasons ................................................................................................................................................165
Marta Luciani & Abdullah S. Alsaud

Life and living conditions in north-west Arabia during the Bronze Age: first results from the bioarchaeological  
work at Qurayyah ........................................................................................................................................................185
Marta Luciani, Michaela Binder & Abdullah S. Alsaud

Sea level and climatic influences on the occupation of Qatar and the Gulf during the Holocene period ...................201
Phillip G. Macumber

The Neolithic of Sharbithāt (Dhofar, Sultanate of Oman): typological, technological, and experimental approaches .. 219
Maria Pia Maiorano, Grégor Marchand, Jérémie Vosges, Jean-François Berger, Federico Borgi & Vincent Charpentier

The historical context of grave 58 (G58) from the Sināw area (al-Sharqiyyah, Sultanate of Oman):  
a warrior during the Samad Late Iron Age? (poster) ..................................................................................................235
Fausto Mauro

Women in Soqotri and Omani folklore .........................................................................................................................243
Vitaly Naumkin & Leonid Kogan

The early Islamic glass from Сīr Banī Yās, UAE .........................................................................................................249
Matt Phelps, St John Simpson & Ian C. Freestone

Late Islamic fishing industry in the Gulf: the case of KharāΜib al-Dasht, Jazīrat Faylakā (poster) ...........................269
Agnieszka Pieńkowska & Marta Mierzejewska

Routes across Arabia: pilgrimage routes from the region of the modern United Arab Emirates in historical context ... 279
Fergus Reoch

The Thāj Archaeological Project: results of the first field season ...............................................................................287
Jérôme Rohmer, Ahmad Al-Jallad, Mahmud al-Hajiri, Rozan Alkhatib Alkontar, Tara Beuzen-Waller, Paul Calou, 
Damien Gazagne & Kosmas Pavlopoulos

A tumulus cemetery on the north coast of Kuwait Bay: results of survey and excavation in the al-Сabiyyah region .303
Łukasz Rutkowski

KALAM  reloaded ................................................................................................................................................321
Ronald Ruzicka

Al-ΚAyn Oases Mapping Project: al-Hīlī Oasis 2017 ...................................................................................................327
Peter Sheehan, Timothy Power & Omar Salem Al Kaabi

New data from the renewed excavation at Salūt: the Iron Age settlement (Qaryat Salūt) ..........................................339
Enrica Tagliamonte & Alessandra Avanzini

Understanding the urban space of an Arabian oasis: the residential quarter of TaymāΜ ............................................353
Luna Watkins

Papers read at the Seminar for Arabian Studies held at the British Museum, London, 4 to 6 August 2017  ..............369



Proceedings of the Seminar for Arabian Studies 48 (2018):  119–124

Magnetometer survey of a Hafit monumental complex, al-Khashbah, 
Sultanate of Oman (poster)

Jason t. HerrMann, JörG W.e. fassbinder, Marion sCHeibleCker, pHilippe kluGe,  
stepHanie döpper & Conrad sCHMidt

Summary
Magnetometer surveys carried out as part of the al-Khashbah Archaeological Project have revealed the plan of two monumental 
buildings dating to the third millennium BC as well as the surrounding landscape. Evidence from excavations confirms that this 
complex can be dated to the Hafit period, marking it as an important site for the development of social complexity in the interior of 
northern Oman. The results of two seasons of magnetometer surveys, conducted in 2015 and 2017, are instructive in two major ways. 
The fused magnetograms are a record of the prehistoric cultural landscape immediately surrounding Building I and Building XI. 
The two surveys provide a direct comparison of two different geophysical methods of magnetometer survey: fluxgate gradiometry 
(2015 survey) and total field magnetometry (2017 survey), which can aid analysis of survey results. The surveys took place near the 
geomagnetic equator where the shallow inclination of the Earth’s magnetic field can make archaeological interpretation of magnetic 
anomalies rather complex. 

Keywords: archaeological geophysics, magnetometry, archaeological survey, augmented reality, Hafit period, Oman

Jason t. HerrMann et al.

Introduction

In 2015 the University of Tübingen began a new 
archaeological field project at the site of al-Khashbah, 
in the governorate of al-Sharqiyyah North, Sultanate of 
Oman, entitled: ‘The development of complex settlements 
in northern Inner Oman in the third millennium BC.’ This 
project seeks to record changes in the settlement pattern 
from a long-term perspective, with a special focus on the 
development of complex societies in the third millennium 
BC. In the first three field seasons, the al-Khashbah Project 
has prioritized investigations in two areas. One of these 
contains a limestone outcrop with two badly preserved 
stone-built towers designated Buildings VIII and IX, and 
a small rise to the north of the outcrop alongside a wadi 
that features a structure that has been designated Building 
I (Fig. 1). Here, large amounts of slag and furnace 
fragments were found through an intensive field-walking 
survey, especially on the limestone outcrop in the south. 
Building I also yielded a large corpus of flint tools and 
production debris. This, combined with the radiocarbon 
results, suggests that Building I was a copper processing 
site during the Hafit period (Schmidt & Döpper 2017). 
Geophysical surveys were undertaken in the project 
area to add detail to the archaeological remains that 

were recorded through field-walking and to explore the 
surrounding area for additional archaeological deposits 
that may have been missed during survey.

Magnetic survey and results

A magnetic survey of the study area was carried out by two 
different teams. The southern half of the area was surveyed 
with a fluxgate magnetic gradiometer (Bartington Grad 
601-2) in dual-sensor configuration by a team from the 
University of Tübingen in 2015 (Fig. 2, left). Magnetic 
gradiometers feature two magnetometers separated 
on a vertical axis and automatically filter out temporal 
variation in the intensity of the Earth’s magnetic field. 
Magnetic gradiometry surveys focus on the horizontal 
variation in magnetic intensity in near surface and 
therefore create data that emphasizes detail in plan maps 
from magnetic survey in the upper soil layer. The 2015 
survey concentrated on the area immediately surrounding 
the rock outcrop and was bounded on the west by a wadi 
channel and on the east and south by impassable trees and 
low vegetation. Evidence of architecture was observed 
on the rise itself, but the sides were too steep and rocky 
to safely traverse with the magnetic gradiometer. The 
Tübingen magnetic gradiometry survey covered Building 
I itself and skirted the open areas on the eastern side of 
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the rise, where sediments were thick 
enough potentially to hold stratified 
archaeological deposits. The magnetic 
gradiometry survey also extended into 
the deflated desert pavement in the north-
east section of the 2015 survey area. Data 
were collected in a ‘zigzag’ pattern with 
transects separated by 0.5 m within 20 m 
square tiles. 

Results over the Building I area show 
no less than four roughly rectangular 
anomalies that are each approximately 
25 m across (Figs 3 & 4). The clearest 
of these are in the western end of the 
survey area over Building I. Magnetic 
gradiometry results give some 
indication of the spatial organization 
of metal and stone-working activities 
here: magnetically enhanced ditches, 
appearing as stark anomalies, surround 
clusters of what has been verified as mud-
brick architecture (Schmidt & Döpper 
2017) and correspond with changes in 
the topography. The Building I survey 
area also features uniform distribution 
of ‘spike’ style anomalies indicating 
that metallic materials, possibly slag 
or copper waste, are spread over much 
of the site. Some of the most intense 
anomalies in the survey area are found 
within the Building I ‘enclosures’ and 
are interpreted as either in situ thermal 
anomalies or accumulations of thermally 
altered sediments.

Elsewhere in the Tübingen magnetic 
gradiometry survey area, subtle anomalies 
indicate the locations of five circular tomb 
structures of an undetermined age that 
are also visible on the surface. On some, 
the outer boundary is evident as an area 
with a slightly more magnetic signature. 
Many have a magnetic anomaly in 
the centre, and in one case there is a 
cluster of anomalies concentrated in the 
approximate centre of the tomb. Finally, 
there are some tantalizing rectilinear 
features in the north-east corner of the 
magnetic gradiometry survey area, 
where the surface deposits are quite 
deflated, and the desert pavement is not 
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figure 2. The 
Tübingen survey 
with the magnetic 
gradiometer (left) 
and the LMU team 
with a total field 

magnetometer (right).

covered by a sand sheet or other sediments, making this 
area magnetically ‘noisy’. The complete form of this 
structure and the purpose of these remains have not been 
determined, and the potential for doing so remains low 
owing to the extremely deflated context.

The northern half of the area was surveyed with a 
total field magnetometer (Scintrex SM4G Special) in 
a dual-sensor configuration by a team from Ludwig 
Maximilians Universität Munich (LMU) in 2017 (Fig. 
2, right). An advantage of a total field magnetometer 
is that it produces a more precise measurement of the 
magnitude of the Earth’s magnetic field at a particular 
position. In the example presented here, the resulting 
magnetogram image differs from the gradiometer survey 
due to the shallow inclination of the Earth’s magnetic 
field. In this survey area, archaeological features (e.g. a 
ditch) thus show up as a positive anomaly (dark) with a 
white shadow in the north and may sometimes facilitate 
the archaeological interpretation. In some cases, such 
a survey produces data that can be used to estimate the 
depth of archaeological features. The northern part of the 
area features a mound rising 2 m above the surrounding 
landscape. Data were collected in a ‘zigzag’ pattern but 
organized within 40 x 40 m grid squares.

The magnetogram revealed a huge building complex, 
designated Building XI, which is enclosed by two oval-

shaped, concentric ditches (see Figs 3 & 4). The diameter 
of the outer ditch measures 65–80 m across. The ditches 
are up to 3.5 m deep and 3 m wide. The ditch system 
seems to open to the north-east, while in its centre, 
possible layouts of structures, cellars, and pits were 
detected. Just south of Building XI, traces of other man-
made features were detected. Building XI differs greatly 
in shape and size from the enclosure ditches uncovered in 
the southern part of the survey area. The eastern part of the 
magnetogram also crossed into the magnetically ‘noisy’ 
area characterized by the exposed desert pavement, but 
still reveals regular anomalies that suggest the presence 
of additional architecture. Finally, two very strong star-
shaped remnant anomalies are the traces of lightning 
strikes (Fassbinder & Gorka 2009; Jones & Maki 2005).

The magnetic surveys conducted in 2015 and 2017 
highlight the potential for both targeted and landscape-
scale magnetic survey in south-east Arabia, with both 
fluxgate gradiometers and total field magnetometers. 
The archaeological excavations at Building I verified the 
existence of up to 3 m-deep and 4 m-wide ditches that 
enclose complex mud-brick architecture and that were 
mapped with the magnetic gradiometer. The fact that 
some enclosures appear to overlap in the magnetometry 
suggests that the site was occupied repeatedly over time. 
Moreover, consistencies in the forms suggest a standard 
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figure 3. Results of the 
two magnetic surveys 

at Building I. The 
magnetic gradiometry 

survey (dynamics ± 
8 nT from black to 
white) in the south 
reveals patterns of 

activity at Building I 
and the footprints of 
several tumuli. Total 
field magnetometry 

(dynamics ± 30 nT from 
black to white) has 

revealed the presence 
of a previously 

undocumented building 
complex, Building XI, 

surrounded by two 
concentric ditches.
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figure 4. Interpretation of the results of the two magnetic surveys.
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spatial organization for metalworking sites (Fig. 4). 
The internal architecture of Building I, verified by 
excavations in 2017, consists of rows of small rectangular 
compartments and medium-sized rooms that combine 
mud-brick and stone elements. A series of radiocarbon 
samples from the floors of the rooms, fire pits, and the 
fill of the ditches give coherent dates of the Hafit period 
around 2800 cal. BC (Schmidt & Döpper 2017). This 
makes it one of the oldest monumental buildings on the 
Oman peninsula. 

The total field magnetic survey in the north of the 
survey area revealed several clearly cultural anomalies. 
Most important among them is Building XI, located on a 
low rise, and the surrounding ditches that were certainly 
an important part of the ancient al-Khashbah landscape. 
Archaeological investigations have yet to be conducted at 
Building XI, but a Hafit period date is expected for this 
complex.
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